
WITH CANOE_AND TENT
Many Enjoyable Times on the

Upper Potomac.

BEST IN SEPTEMBER

RIVER NAVIGABLE AR 22 MILES
ABOVE SENECA.

Scenery Good, Air Fine and People
Hospitable-Can Follow Canal

to Cumberland.

N. rite of the year is better for canoeing
imi ining out in this section of the

outit that the month of September. The
cano" craze in Washington is constantly
develuping more interest in the upper Po-
t.mar aw a place for a week or longer of
lif. in the open, and many eyes are turned
that way at this season. The devotees of
the padling sport, at first content to glide
nho,mt uinder the Aqueduct bridge at George-
town. ur into the swift water below Chain
brhige perhaps w'th a gay-colored parasol
at hwearl-of w'ich let noq one speak dis-
paragingly for a moment-soon grow rest-

less arni s'gh for new worlds to conquer.
With tih Chesapeake and Ohio canal flow-
ing I.-i it for ever 10 miles. the river of-
fers tit best kind of safe sport, despite
irs ri ks. ripples and falls.

A ",k is plenty of time to make the

DRYING IN THE SUN

T,RUOUf 'r. MOU

tr' t l;i. r's F r'iry and rturn. : 1
1:,, -- timnn u: the way, ut. of"iur.

tir " .m--" m ,ix '" xt.endt"d luti. finittly. w ith
S i r i Not n f,"wc lu i rti""

:. ia tn d ,- xtend,"d trip- itn thb1l
I::.. -1t rn the p i few t n,e its. an :l a

i. k wi h gltwing t' i nt" of the
. tat Ih TI y . e y , tii l of

tI -inr t. 1. if 'at in thiter

1 - t n.uuks :long Ito <.n:l, h.sptit.ihle.
.ad tisling and swimming. Ind

. "i '1 T d t l i i boatmiit. Verv tikly
yo- Sth1rs will f tllow th ir example as

1' :m.r wne .
T ,- awho gt. tn their fitst v'oydie m.tke
it n--""f dsbcery. and oftent g fr tt

t.f th Ir' w:ty to tindl ("onvenien"'v andi
I .r. thart, hIed they been ve r th

gr.it, hote, thrty woulr know were
th" rit hand. Th .exprri,rnr"ee of "thers

is I%l s f.g t t 'rlv sttireht by puras
pi. ti h 1 ea. vhr s .:ui hours athe f ten spent

in .mta and tellitr how for it is fn

3-1,1 i n tor tha .Ind tjukst whre geeal p-r
t: tila on brm hourlis situte. AFarm a
n'mi pai "and haratd' mak rereeliie of~m'

ThII ta crleas b ired cthnof f:tirly wnie-l
ea ri. nr a the ni trid ilt il and n pot

ft mtrlt.and urdewantnirtng.un I

Twoi lin aorn,' Ifsh u(uay he rul thoug
th~.r* ind fouar airt-iot-too-may nd mak

Jth. ' ll atl the moriaerAet of the,i at
Util ;rat but inc-~ rad theifn.rla' A smal-
Ittiotnt outh asisrused tin thik ary cril
fris lil cmfrtable ltfLie er ryo and ra

rubbtr ind wookni b'ilacnetere ge ngl
taie long by- lich motamper Ah ihate to

mlk. pras.i andrcamer makceteeuimn
about firplte The milesthn ofe the canol-
lot~ uTuhy conasti-o somthing eavyi

et:-ugh frirn ithe ou!tide, teoptitausy potect
from: g the'w ri. rutt andunera pmnt swhict
(tn hei war aline. a'fth ais arme a
(ii. iot anrtout-o-thewa otnte.iltre
pat- wilitls a thi lae of the icanal Itm

1an tin .i lwirgetead prchasts a.tt wan-
bet I rI bots througi ~a.s:y th os. a The cost

fro Gergeow tto fiarper'os Ferryrand I're-

bei liwitd troug tar urtirtettwt.
For- : ;h firsti . to mto iels the ri iifo

ralvI frmi i neoftheiar uss o'rln th.'
Ga;..n ir rnt. Ait n et) of pone aouti

Fre arnhnti e Chain b rate Falls
ih"r Itreis fro t ortage to (-nl itt

i ila s: th:tt t frita-ir n ril.sir 'Itte ak oun'
ts le-.r 1 roen her to 1 xrer'i Ferry.
(i:I fIlwhi, t mantlfr the ntext atwinty
nit ::th po'ibl oai avid alles of t rou

mnil ngtes ru pdrtiirg oefn-' ther irob--
twI n ''he ''ta- ik re and 'nwee,'M an (-'idal
t".-- th'getctr jsiu sceri) of' toner of th

nat- .in ittre srehis o rthed artiial

The d-' li tefrm th ae r tae ato mileatj
Fal iV abouh',wt four' n ix lohk joure

i p esInto brng bye sited h>ik
iith, tei liurmane ond an rsn't ofaofer-
iinutes fom paing hi reshil e cannae-

ft gar tI'at.The fiwhcs te bewietwhini
bt rid; ti rin Jihn Idgn; muvena're
Iche togethepr jst aove ithsae lay,
ntit fi rm. a g l itl setlm ntclld Se

p.ekii ith thefrt ightr ith st atlte
t -',all. Jusntelow ' h e '. ixr loke iixithe

ii alit and bordjee uon oetirwith ovne
ginlii i theym do"lT so ahe LogWalt.sil

fro a he mLannosI ier w ich the ll b te'
It I-c and pe,wichk o a plc owerit

level.ti iconkstructed.r Ts us aavoit
Ipt ior camp.ers, and itrke s rsaitd ' manytsh

ian it. exugt tere.tie.Ta uk r

Ch-errin te onitigh w ut stop Seat the
Gw reat thel Htelna'sl. Thosewh are anxuaius
ttlme setlmenit. hrdly ther caming*r
poide arossi the raver abone ofthe irea
haitas em ard eoutly. pac on theVirgniyfarin milefom uu storeamn. r

fae teel deilgt mies Two lockhoare
endountered o the il wand th ereca,nr
'twe mra he tinide.f Ths tyisa ouant
ltle irettlemen. e rdlye Tire ethren "a

widpiteeinhe oad" a on ofthein

the place are the big dam In the river, I
which feeds the canal here, and the aque- c
duct on which the canal crosses Seneca f
creek. a little. tiee-lined stream. up which t
a canoe can go for nearly a mile. t

Camping Sites at Seneca, Md.
About Seneca there are innumerable good c

camping places. A favorite place is the
Virginia shore about a mile above the dam. R

It is an easy portage from the canal to
the river, and when once made renders an- P
other unnecessary for the next twenty-two c
miles. The paddle across the dam in the
vr.ing is ve-y attractive, especially if the a

sky is clear. The sheet of water, nearly I
a mile wide. is as beautiful as can be i
found near Washington; but canoeists are
.ometimes cautioned. about venturing out
on it when there is danger of a storm, as o
the wind has a grand opportunity to play
hall with a light craft.
When in camp here on a fine evening s

one often hears the voices of singers across
the water. Parties of colored youths and
maidens emerge from the creek and spend q
scveral hours floating about on the river
under the stars. singing old plantation and it
jubilee songs. It is a good time then to lie a
back and dream. The sunset and sunrise t;
are equally beautiful across th- water. it t
you make an early start and find yourself d
out on the river with the big orb's firs:
rays streaming over you and a light morn- g
ing breeze blowirg, you feel like shouting t
with ioy and vigor. t
No more attractive route can be desired ti

thin the river for the next twenty-two b
miles. for it winds between islands. large b
and Amall. fertile hills and cultivated s
farms, its waters being neither too rough v
nor too shallow and its banks covered t
with giant syg"amores and elms, which 1:
throw their welcome shade far over the o
boat. On the other hand, one of the
least desirable portions of t'\e canal for a

c"noe trip is comprised in the monotonous
eight and nine-mile levels above Seneca. P

Among the Islands. t

About a mile above Seneca a chain of p
islands begins in the river. The first three it
are about a half mile in length, and offer n

charming little channels, under drooping ti
trees and vines, to be explored. Various it
kinds of birds flit about in the branches o

0..
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v ih.'Ie,td, and often the graceful crane is o
- st.iling still on a mud bank. or a e

hld-l:caded eagle soaring from a Iigh
tr",--top. Weasels and musk-rats also ap- E

l'r n'w and thvn along the banks. A it
gun would often come in handy, and as for t
a tishi:ng line-unless you w,nt to have a t

dis.tppointed feeling for the rest of your t
lif". ta ke one along for this part of the
i oyage'. You will not catch much except e

eels and catfish. however. unless the water
is er. in which case the black bass are
likely to bite like good fellows. g
Gassaway-s Island is the next in the

chain. It is nver a mii l h,ngth. Just
beyond it is Selden's Island. two mih-s and r
a tIlf lontg. These two are parts of farms
n the Virginia side. and their fertile soil
is always under cutivation in season.
AlI the iaslands of this chain lie nearer to

the Virginia bank than to the Maryland,but either channel is good for paddling,the currentt not being swift enough to de-
t'r t he. average voa43age.

-Stop at Edward's Ferry.
rL"ss tihan two miles from the head of

,Sehlen's Island Goose creek flows into the
river from Virginia. This is the largest
tributary north o.f Georgetown -reachled
tihus far. Here also used to be Edward's I
Ferry. and aIlthlough the ferry is no longer
ill use, there is an settlement on the Mary-rland shore that still bears tihe name. Forse?4eral miles above and below this point
there is particularly fine bass fishling. and
no small number of Washington Isaac
Waltons are aequainted with the Jarboe Ilfarm, at the Ferry, where excellent board randI ledging cnn be obtained for"an indefi- I
nlite period. The farm house and the lockI
house on the ('anal comprise the settle-
me'nt, which is a pretty, quliet place, about e
ten miles from the Baltimore and Ohio a
railroiad ait Barnesville, Md.. and over five a
miles fr'om the Southern at Leesburg, Va. (

Still more picturesque and interesting dbecomtes tihe river as the canoes leave here, a
though no better stopping places are pass-
ed. Alt's Landing, Va., about a mile far-
ther on. is a spot where fishermen some-
times camp out. Two miles above this
-place Is Ball's Bluff, a civil war battle-
field. Harrison's Island, half a mile widet
and over two riles long, begins just above c
Alt's Landing, and divides tile Potomacinto the "little river" and the "big river."1
the latter nearer the Maryland side, In
btoth channels some swift water is met1
withl, but if the party is in no hurry, as it
should not be on a trip of this kind, it is<regardied as no great misfortune, but
rathier as a chance to get a little good ex-
ercise for the arms.IConrad's, or Whit"'s Ferry, still extanttand used by the inhabitants of the suir-
rounding country, is half a mile above the
head of Harrison's Island. Here in mid-
summe'r the river is only a few feet deep,andi the ferry barge is poled across, hang-inIg downstream from a heav.y steel cable
overhead so as to get the aid of the cur-
rent The river is only about a quarter of
a mil' wide here.

A Farm in the River.
Sc~.arcely two miles above White's Ferrytihe lower point of Mason's Island is reach-

edl. This is wider than tine last, and is a
whole farm In itself, with dwelling house,
barn, live stock, corn and wheat fields and
all. if one comes along at the right time it
is possible td till a pail with good .ich
mnilk. and procure a few biscuits.
But it is here that a bad place in the

river is e'ncoulntered. Going down str'eanm It
is all right, the steersman only having to
h.smk out for rocks just beneath the surface
hetre and there. It is the swift current and
shallowness of the water on both sides
o4f tihe Island that causes the canoist to
swear on the journey upstream. Ledges
reaching from bank to bank, in some
plac'es c'ov.ei-ed with only a few inches of
water, are crossed with some difficulty
with ptaddies on the rock of the bot-Itorn. There is. however, not the slight.st i
danger of a "spill." The worst that can
hlappena with ordinary care is the stickingtmtthe canoe on a ledge or rock, from which I
it will have to be pushed; It might even
le necessary to get overboard in water
up to one's knees, but that is r.othing.
'The western channel is a little less swift
than the eastern, though either ('an be I
followed successfully witht a little grit.-
The water continues to be swft, and thxe.
bottom rocky .until an island, alt a wSilelong, and comning so closely after Mason's
as to be almost a part of it, is passed.

Hard PaddlingRewaded.-
The reward for all the hard paddling-

of these two or three miles comes when

stand in thils efain and shoots out on the
lear stretch above. Here is probably the
nest portion of the river met with on
he trip. The current is slow and even;
he distance from bank to bank about
he same as It is just above Georgetown,
r possibly greater; the depth not great
nough to prevent horses from fording
rhen it Is not swollen by rains: and the
hores rolling farms, edged with sycamores
nd elms leaning over the water. their
narled and knotted roots winding around
ne another at the river's brink. A sand
r gravel bar here and there presents a
erfect place from which to take a bath.
nd good camping sites are on all sides.
f the water is reasonably clear, black
ass can be seen jumping after Insects all
ver the surface.
In this way another two miles is "knocked
ff." and then one rounds a wide curve and
atches his first glimpse of Sugar Loaf
iountain, which apparently rises from the
even-arched aqueduct over the winding
lonocacy river, the largest branch of the
otomac. until the Shenandoah is reached.
he wooded elevation, lifting its head ma-
stically from the low country around, Is
reality five miles distant from the canoe,

hile the bridge at the mouth of the tribu-
ry is only a mile away; but they are in
ie same line of vision and the effect pro-
uced is very beautiful.
Since leaving Seneca the canoes that have
one as far as the Monocacy have followed
te river in a wide curve to the westward. I
e distance from the mouth of the latter
ibutary back to the mouth of Seneca creek
eing much shorter as the crow flies than I
y the river. The canal is as close In this a
tretch as it is farther down,, and as the scyagers turn the nose of their craft into
ie Monocacy they pass almost Immediato-
tinder the old aqueduct, getting the drip f
the canal through the stones. c

Up the Monocacy. e
Two of The Star's representatives ex- s
lored the Monocacy for a couple of miles a

ils summer and found it a stream worth F

tidling on, if only for the fun of getting
ito ripples, which are so swift that it is I,
ecessary to jump overboard and push to y
et through. It winds gracefully through the r
ees and is bordered by prosperous look- n

ig farms. where food may be secured, if F
hie does not mind walking half a mile s
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so inland. The fun came in when the
cplorers turned around and glided back
n the current. The most rapid portions W

er- pickd out this time, and several times
was necessary to look sharp and wieldie laddles strongly and quickly in order
avoid a collision with the high bank on

1e outside of a sharp curve. This may be
Lade one of the most interesting and ex-
ting parts of the entire trip.
The best part of the river, as far as theinoist is concerned, is passed when one
ts here. There are rocks and swift cur-

,nts in ahur-dance for the remainder of
;e distance to the source, although. of
ourse there are pleasant stretches to be
let with here and there. It is. how-
ver,regarded as extremely impracticable to
antinue farther up the river. and the party
t this point generally carries its craft or
rafts from the mouth of the Monocacy
p the little hill to the canal-the best
ortago is on the right bank as you go up
tream. 'This is a good place to camp for ar
ay or so and then turn around for home.
here are no settlements within several
uiles.
Point of Rocks and Harper's Ferry.
it is six miles up the canal to Point or -

locks. Md., and eleven miles from there to
larper's Ferry, which is Often the travel-
r's goal on these occasions. At the first- I
flentioned town a ridge of the Appalachian I
nountain system is seen for the first time.
.nd from here on mountains are passed
very few miles. At Point of Rocks there
re hotels. where the weary traveler may
et a be<L and a good meal. There are a
umber of towns between here and Hiar-
er's Ferry, among them being Brunswick.,
Cnoxville and Weverton; the first is of con-
idIerable size. The scenery along this
leven-mile stretch is spoiled by the yards
nmd dirt of the railroad and by the business
spect of the towns. The Baltimore and
hio road crosses the Monocacy but a short~
istance from its mouth, and two miles
bore takes up a course on the bank of the
anal, which it does not leave until it
rosses the river at Harper's Ferry.
On account of the roughness of the river
.nd the unattractiveness of the canal along
hese last seventeen miles. and especially
he last eleven< many canoists lift their
raLfts on canal boats and loaf comfort-
.bly for as long a time as they please, re-
urning the same way. No charge is made>y the captain of the canal boat, though he
viil accept a small tip for himself or his
ioy. He is always overjoyed to have your
ompany and will entertain you by the hour
vithi stories of the old waterway. The

uewspa per men, before referred to. spent a
lelightful six or seven hours each way In

his manner, arriving at Harper's Ferry on

lhe upward trip about 1:30 o'clock on a
noonlight night.

The Journey Home.
The whole journey home, no matter how
ar one goes, is much easier and made in
horter time than the upward trip; for al-

rays, in 'ooth canal and river, there is the

elp of some kind of a current, which, in-
eed, It is often so fast as to make the
anks pass by with great rapidity.
A strong and healthy feeling, sun-brown- I

d face and arms and a greater capacity for I

york in the city are always the results 01 I

trip like this. The desire to go again Is I

riso high in the returned traveler's mind.
ind he looks forward to next summer witn I
iccutiar pleasure. ii. A. C.

Thorn Trees as Lawn Ornaments,
'ronm Country LUfe in America.
More than thirty years ago an eminent
otanist called attention to the beauty of
ur native thorn trees and their suitability1

or hedges and for lawn ornaments.1

Their hardiness, graceful shapes, thick

oliage and brilliant fruit clusters all rec-

mmend them, while their ability 'o fioturish

under a severe pruning is an added virtue
n the ey'es of those who desire formal

hapes. 'et up to the present time our
horn trees remain the ornaments; not of
ihate grounds, but of waysides and pas-

ures: while the only pruners to exercise

heir skill upon them are the cattle, which

agerly browse upon the young shoots.

jany a pasture contains shrubs fitted to

race a public park and worthy of cogsid-
rable pilgrimage on the part of loeso

he 'beautifulo

In the Paddock.
'rom~ I'mck.
Friend-"Why do you call your new horse U

WVar Correspondent?"
Owner-"WeIL, he's deuced expensive and1

al:
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NENRY HOLT1 CO-

immy Payne to Chauncey Randolph
GRAND HOTEL, Rome, December 27.

ear Mr. Randolph:
I find myself in a difficult position, bu
am going to take the bull by the horn
nd write to you of certain things whic
-em to me of importance. I trust t
our frlendgfip and your knowledge of m
telings and desires toward Molly to ex

tse me if you consider that I am bein
ficious. You will understand whien I hav
.plained that I cannot hope to make he
;e the matter in its true light; but you
s a man and her father, will do so, an

-111 comprehend that my motive is for he
rotection.
I have thanked you already for answer
ig my letter, in which I begged that yo
ould let me know in which part of Eu
)pe Molly was traveling, and she has tol
te that she wrote you of our meeting a

au. I reached there a couple of day
>oner than she and Miss Kedison did
fact. I saw their arrival in the famou

utomobile of whose adventures you mus
eve heard much. The minute my eye
ghted upon the chauffeur I felt an in
inctive distrust of the man, and I hav
arned through experience not to disre
trd the warnings of my instinct. It ha
rved me more than one good turn in th
reet when the markets were wobbling
ow I have been a good deal chaffed abou
resemblance to Sherlock Holmes, th

*eat detective of fiction, but I acknowl
Ige and am proud of that resemblance.?nture to think that it is not wholly con
ied to externals. A certain detective in
inct was born in me. It began to shou
self when I was a little boy at school
id since then I have trained and cul
vated it, as a kind of higher educatiol
the brain. In several instances I hav
en -able to expos? frauds, which, bu
ir the purely impersonal, scientiflc inter
it I took in the affairs, might have re
ained undetected. In these experiment
have made enemies of course; but wha
atter?
The interest I fee! in the case I am abou
lay bare to you is not, I confess, pure
impersonal. But I hope under the cir

imstances you will think none the les
me for that.
My first distant glimpse of the ma:
rown created, as I have said. an unfavor)le impression upon my mind. I thoughtat he had a swaggering air of concel
id self-importance extrenely unbecornin
a man of his class. He had the ai
thinking himself equal to his betters

hich is a dangerous thing in a perso:
trusted with the care of, ladies. Mrpression was confirmed by some of thties which Molly told me of he
itomobile experiences, . not only quit
aconscious that they militated agains
r chauffeur, but apparently be
-ving them to his credit. I be
in to fear that the fellow was on
take advantage of the trust placed il
m by two unprotected women, who i
>ubtless has guessed to be well providec
ith money. My definite suspicions wen

first no further than this. though ther
as a kind of detective premonition in m.find that more might remain to be founc
it. I might have confined myself to taci
isapproval, however. or a word of advic
Molly. and perhaps one stern warning tle man, had I not gone intri the golf clu

t Pau on our last day there. To my intnse astonishment I saw Brownonthelink
ttempting to get menhers to play with hir
y passing himself off as a g-utleman. Hrore good clothes, and acted his part fairl
ell-well enough, perhaps. to deceive th
nobservant. But he is not the sort of per
on I should ever mistake for a gentlemni
went up to him, and very quietly ordere
Im off the links, threatening to expos
Im publicly. But he whined for mercy
nd I, in a moment of weak good naturett him off, on his promise to go at once.rquired, however, of the steward wha
ame he had given on seeking admittane,
nd was startled to find that he had passe
imself off as the Honorable John Winstor
is late master and the owner of the ca
vhich Molly is now using. As I had boun
nyself to keel) silenec, I did not betra
ilm. but the fact just discovered confirrle
ry distrust of the man as a dangerous an
nscrupulous person.
For Molly's sake I felt that I must begi
nvestigatiori, so as to be able in the end t
xpose Brown and let her see him in hi
eal character; but for several reasons ,n
tecessary to trouble you with it was er
ential to proceed with extreme caution.
It was unbearable to rmt- knowing eve
he little I did know at that time of tb
nan's character to allow Molly and MihCedison to go wandering over the countr
.lone with him. I feared that he migi:
ompromise them in some way, or even rf
ort to blackmail, and with this danger bC
ore my mind I offered to accompany tht
idles on their car to the Riviera. I mad
lie suggestion to Miss Kedison, nott
folly, and hinted to het- something cor
erning my motives, cautioning hen at th
ame time that silence was vitally impori
.nt until I could give her leave to speal
!ou may think that I was taking a goo
eal on myself: but I have a great regar
or you, as well as an unfortunately dee
.ffection for Molly, and as I have mad
miany intimate friends among the highes
a the land, all over the continent, as I
Ingland, I felt that my presence In the camight be especially helpful.
During the first day or two of our jomi.ey I caught Br9wn in several audaciou
es. He was Insolent to. me, evidentl
fraAd that I meant to lose him his bertl
ad inclined to be so familiar with the la
les, Molly particularly, that my Suspicion
f him were roused to fever heat. I bega
s see that his ambitions tended highehan I had at first supposed-nd-I hop
ou will forgive my frankness-I should no
e surprised if some day before long Moll
hould have a startling awakening.
I questioned her carefully as to whairown had said to he of his lat
asater's movements, anait appeare
hat according to the chauffeur. th
[on. John Winston had returned t
Igland, leaving Brown to hire os
ad drive his automobile. This seeme
trange to me, and I asked rmyself if
rere possible that the fellow could hav'
ontrived to steal the car, arid be using
or his own purposes, talkirn the money de
ived from its hire for himrself. One thin
rhich encouraged this dedbetion was th
xtremely low rent asked 'frc the vehicl
.nd the small wages de*inadd by Browr
hut it was at Toulon that t grill more slitster idea was forced iriothey mind by
tartling incident to which) spll draw you.tention.
You will very likely ihave~heard fror
folly that owing,to a side-sigi which mnighthave happened to any one isp driving a.utomobile, we had an upseAt by the road
ide, and In common polienes I was coat
elled to obey Miss KeAlison request t
emnain with her at a andt village, soin
miles from Toulon, while ~iiy went on tee a doctor about an li 10o her wrisi
Irown being her attendlant.T When Mi.
Cedison snd' I arrived at Toiulpn on the ca
iext day, it was decided to' gay the nigh
here rather .than go on go late. I sal
irown, who was workig ogfside the ho
el at the automobile, take fnoney out 0
ls pocket to pay a man Whf( had beeielping him with the repairs. Somethin
mall dropped on the ground as he did s<inknown to Brown. When he had move
way. I stooped and picked it up. It wa
French pawn ticket for a pledged watch
ated the previous night. I determinecn the interest of my investIgations, to vlsi
he pawnbroker's. which I did; and givinitpthe ticket, said I had called to redeer
he pledge. Imagine my sensations when
aw a magnificent gold repeater, wIth tbmonogrami "J. W."' upon .it in small dis
sonds. The conclusion was obvious, fo
he watch was not one Wrhich would b
iven by a master even to Jhe most value
ervant. I paId something ,like -two hut,tred and sixty francs to .redleem the re
eater, and justified such a pr edOing tmyself tyy the argument tha the -wate
tad assuredly beeni stolei, -li that Pt
.ction was tne- most' Wetain:a o e

erigitotheo*nei.dagt~ti
>rsgratitude, if he still te;r

sst -four words, which I have udesorenhl enlighten you as to the doubts notat=an=uin= in min... Ia fat I ah

htning.
)n&UC or

By
C'N-& AM-WILLIAMSON

lieve this chauffeur a man capable of any-
thing.
On returning to the hotel, with the Hon.

Mr. Winston's watch in my pocket, I made
a few inquiries as to Brown's behavior
the night before; I learned that he had ap-
peared in the salle a manger fpr dinner, in
an irreproachable evening suit which in
some way he must have obtained from his
master. Perhaps I ought not to repeatwhat else I learned, as I do not like to tell
tales out of school, but I think it is only
right you should know that Molly allowed
this impostor to sit at the table with her.
as if he had been an equal instead of a
servant.

I positively dared not let Miss Kedison
t into the secret of what had happened, but

I hinted to her that I had hadB good -reason to think less well of
i Brown even than before. It was arranged

that we should induce Molly to hurry on toVCannes, where Lady Brighthelmston (pro-
nounced "Brighton"), the mother of my

- friend, the Honorable John Winston, was
f supposed to be staying. I wished to find
b out from her when she had last heard from
r her son, and If she were absolutely assured

of his present safety. I also intended to
show her the watch and put her in pos-

r session of all the deductions and details I
had been able to pick up. This once done,
Brown's exposure by Lady Brighthelmstona and subsequent dismissal by Molly would
be only a question of hours.I Unfortunately, however, Lady Bright-

t helmston had left Cannes for Rome when
1we arrived; nevertheless, one more proof
of the chauffeur's duplicity came into my
hands there. A letter which had been left

t in the rack for the Honorable John Win-
ston, by his mother, was secretly taken out. by Brown. And the fact that Lady Bright-
helmston was expecting her son to join her-on his automobile does not look as if poor
Jack were in England and had voluntarily
left his car with the chauffeur.
Altogether the affair appears ominous for

my friend, and the thought that Molly and
Miss Kedison are perpetually at the mercy
of this unscrupulous wretch, in a strange
country, is maddening to me as it will be
to you when you receive this letter. When
they left the Riviera for Italy I was obliged
to remain behind for a day with a sick
friend, but followed as soon as possible on
my Panhard. Owing, however, to unfore-
scen events and one or two small accidents
I was delayed, and unable to catch them
up as I had intended. Finally, as Brown
war probably hurrying on with the expressintention of making it impossible for me to
overtake the party I determined to aban-
don my car and proceed by rail to Rome.
their. destination. My idea was to reach
that city before they could do so, and seeLady Brighthelmston as I had planned to
do at Cannes. so that the police could be
ready if necessary to arrest Brown immedi-
ately on his arrival. I arrived on the day
expected and called at the hotel to which
Lady Brighthelmstun's letters were to be
forwarded from Cannes. But on account of
the unusual cold and bad weather she had
suffered from neuralgia and had gone onwith her friends, after less than a week's
stay, to Naples. with the idea that she
might visit Sicily later.
Having gone so far, I am not to be turnedback. I love Molly far too well to desert

her, and some day, when she finds out allI have done for her sake, perhaps she will
t appreciate me better than she has up to the. present. I cannot tell her myself. but it

may be that you will think fit to let herknow. I mean to follow Lady Brighthelm-ston to Naples, or even farther if it be
necessary, for writing the information Ihave to give might do more harm than goodto everyone concerned. I must be on thespot; but v"ry unluckily I cannot be therefor some days to come. The weather inRome is really awful, and I have contract-ed something which I am afraid is influ-enza. With the be.=t intentions, I cannotgo to the rescue until the doctor give.; meleave. I shall probably still be here when_ Molly vrrives. Meanwhile, my dear Mr.

B Rando'ph. I have thought best to put youon your guard.
Yours faithfully and sincerely,

J. F. PAYNE.
Molly Randolph to Her Father.

HOTEL DE RUSSIE, ROME,
e Darling Dad: January 2.

Forgive me for that inadequate little notewritten yesterday to wish you a happy
t New Year; but short as it was, there wasenough love in it to make the letter double.1 postage. We have been working so hard atpleasure since that I haven't had time forr anyth;ngexcept the various cables which
r from day to day I have flung to you from

I our chariot of fire as we sped half way-1 down the long leg of Italy-that's pink on

my school room snap at home. SomehowI ve always thought of Italy as being pink,s ever since I first nunted it out on the map;
tand it Is still gloriously couleur de rose to
-the eyes of my body and mind.How splendid it is not to be disappointed' n something that you've looked forward~ oall your life, isn't it? But I don't think

7 ,.

am the kind of girl who is disappointedy
t'

rea I hnsntr' real things, I mean.Pl have often said to me. "Oh, you will
be dsappointed in Durope, if y'ou look for-war to It so much. But I believesuch creatures have no imagination.
With imagination you have the glamourl-of the past and all the wonderful things
tettit ae happened in a place, as well as-emere beauty of the present. But then,.without imagination one must just expect1to have' one's poor little soul go bare, andto live on all the "cold pieces" of life, neverto taste the nectar and ambrosia of thee gods; never to know the thrill of sympat,y,

tor any other thrill that isn't purely phys-
I'm intoxicated with all I have seen and

am seeing-which must excuse the ha-
.

rangue. And I'm intoxicated with the joyof driving the car. Lately I have been~rivaling the Lightning Conductor, for mywrist is quite well again. The microbe or
. automobilism has entered into my blood.
s Yes, I'm speaking literally; I'm sure there'sa such a microbe, and that he's a brave beast.

r I should like to see him in your big micro-
e scope. Perhaps I'll bring him home for
t the purpose.

, It has become the
I- have

ever known to get all I possibly can out ot

t noble Baizac; to urge Balzac uphill as fast

e as I can; to drive Balzac down hill as fast

I as I dare; to maneuver Balz tc in and out

e of traffic with all my skill and nerve. But

a you mustn't be a bit uneasy about me.
t Brown is always at my elbow to "warn, to
1 comfort, to command," and I know that
t he won't let me do anything I oughtn't or

a let any harm come of it if I did.

t The worst of driving an automobile your-

- self, when you've really got that microbe In

I your blocd, is that you don't see quite as

much of the countr.y as you would other-
w.'se, and that you hate to stop, even when-there are wonderful things to see, But then

- it used tc be almost the same in both ways
when one lived, breathed and moved for
bicycles. Do you remember how I would
talk of nothing else, and make "bike slang"
answer for all human nature's daily needs?You were annoyed one night when I toolt

_ your arm as we were walking together, and

told you you were "geared too high for
me."

If my life depended now on giving accu-
rate details of the country through which

,we've been drlving, I should have to resign
myself to die. I only know that I've never
been so happy, or seen half so much that
was beautitul and' (as that Mrs. Bennett,
who wanted to marry you so badly, was al-

- ways saying) "soul-satIsfyIng.''"

f Well, we left Bordighera the day after

I Christmas, Brown called it "Boxing day,"

I but I didn't understand what he meant till

,he explained. We went spinning along the
Riviera di Ponente, towards Genoa la Mu-perba, where we were to halt for the night.

-Perhaps-just perhaps-a * true crtic of
'beauty, whose blood had cooled with mucn
experience, would say that the Itaiian
Riviera road wasn't quite equal to theSFrench between Cannes and Mentone. But
it's Italy, Italy I And there's the difference
of charm between the two (as I maid to
Brown) that there is between a magnilicent
Syoung French duchesse, confident of her
own charms, with generations of breed:ng

. and wealth behind her, and a lovely, peach-

- tinted, simple-hearted Italian peasant girL.

> How rich the color is everywhere'-

and yet it never seemns to dazste
the eye. I suppose it * the woer-sgui atmosphere that harnaus everything.*4tpien .the lovely, softaig1set .of the

r ;ers the mob.i the' cas Mamugsen

,apatOen So maany U4 Sappesl en

r your heart as you pass tbrt Italy. Oh,

I don't kadet how to desnrihe tbut Lackily

rou've been here, and we generally feel
things alike, you and I; so you'll know
what I rhean. Poor little pathetic houses.
painted sed, blue or yellow! You laugh at
them. and want to cry over them, and love
them, too. And the reds. yellows and blues
ire like no other reds, yellows and blues in
the world. Fancy, if we had houses like
thal in our new land! How frightful they
would be! We would want the painters to
be put in prison for their crime.
I can tell you this: That first .day of

Burs was like hurrying through a whole
gallery of Turner's paintings. I love Tur-
ner, and I often wonder if my world isn't
as different from many people's old gray
worlds as his was!
Another thing, we had become phenome-

nal. That is, we were in a motor-car-less
region. Ours was the only car, whereas
on the other side of Mentone we met a
rival every ten minutes. I do get cause
and effect so mixed up. Aren't there many
automobiles in Italy because there are such
lots of places where you can't buy petrol;
or can't you buy petrol because people
won't go in automobiles?
We went flashing along past pretty little

Ospedaletti. with its big white casino. and
into gay and colorful San Remo, where we
bought inferior petrol and paid twice as
much for it as in France. I wonder if any
small watering-place ever had as many
attractive-looking hotels in it as San
Remo? If I were staying there. I should
weep because I couldn't live In them all at
once. But one would be obliged to have
about thirty astral bodies to go round, and
each one would have to be a well-dressed
astral body. That would come expensive;
or do astral bodies exude frocks, so to
speak?

I insisted on stopping for a few moments
within sight of Taggia, because a great
friend of mine lived there, or rather, the
author of his being. His name was "Dr.
Antonio." and he existed in the pages of
a book written by a famous Italian. John
Rufmni. Brown gave me the book for a
Christmas present. apologizing for the lib-
erty; but, you see, it was all about Bor-
dighera, and he thought I would like to
have it. So I did. for it is one of the most
enchanting stories I have ever read, though
written in an old-fashioned style, and also
with a pretty little heroine who was so
old-fashionedly meek I could have shaken
her. I sat up nearly all night reading the
book, and oh. how I cried! There never
was such a splendid fellow in real life as
Dr. Antonio, except, of course, you. And.
do you know, if B'rown had been born a
gentleman I think he might have turned
out something like that. I liked Taggla
for Dr. Antonio's sake; and I admired Por-
to Maurizio on its haughty promontory.
It towers in my recollection just as the real
Porto Maurizio towers above the irdtgo-
blue sea, out of which it seems to grow.
If it hadn't been for Brown. I'm

ashamed to say I shouldn't have known
much about the Ligurian Alps. Do
you, dad? They're frightfully interest-
ng. a sort of "bed-rock"' of Italian history.
Dear me, how ignorant one can he when
all the while one is quite pleased with one-self as an Educated Pers:n, with a capitalE and P.

(To be continued Monday.)
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